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Special points of 

interest: 
 

√ Check your child’s 

agenda book each 

day. 

 

√ Drop off your 

child after 7:45am. 
 

√ Arrive before 

8:15am or your child 

will be counted tar-

dy. 

 

√ Send us a note 

about changes in 

transportation, ill-

ness, and/or contact 

information. 

 
√ Students will not 

be dismissed from 

the office after 2:30 

unless a note has 

been sent in stating 

they have an   

appointment. 

Attendance Counts! (March 2016) 

Grade Level                            Average Daily Attendance~                Our Goal is      

                                                                94% Required                                       95% 

AM Pre-Kindergarten                       91.86  

PM Pre-Kindergarten                       91.91  

Kindergarten                                        94.11 

First Grade                                            94.03 

Second Grade                                       94.3 

Third Grade                                          92.99 

Overall Attendance                            93.66 

It is finally spring! It’s true…no more snow, lots of sunshine and plenty of 

mild weather to keep us all happy. While this is a perfect time to enjoy the out-

doors, it’s also a time when students need to stay focused on their learning. This is 

the beginning of the last term of the marking period. Please remind your child of 

the importance of putting forth their best effort in school! The following are a few 

ways to help children get focused and stay focused: 

 

Set expectations that learning is their “most important job”. It is necessary to main-

tain morning routines so that your child is prepared and ready to learn when 

they arrive at school.  

Manage as many distractions as you can. Although eliminating every possible dis-

traction is nearly impossible, there are ways to manage and minimize the num-

ber of things that can pull a child's focus away. Start with technology: no tele-

vision, phone or computer until homework is done. 

Establish rules for homework time. Require that your children's homework and 

studying be completed (neatly and correctly) before going out to play. 

Provide rewards for your child. Rewards can be controversial because they can 

easily become bribes. But the fact is, human beings respond to positive rein-

forcement. If you think a positive reward system will work to help motivate 

your children, avoid material, monetary or food rewards. Instead, negotiate the 

rewards based on spending quality time together. Ask your children to think of 

things they would like to do with you, and then make that a monthly goal.  
 

We have many upcoming events to keep us busy for the next few months. 

We hope you can join us for these planned activities. Please save the attached cal-

endar of events so you can refer to it through the month of April and be sure to 

keep the calendar of events when you receive it in May and June.  

 

As always, thank you for your support and please feel free to contact us if 

you have any concerns. Enjoy the warm weather. 

 
Mrs. Regina Rando and Mrs. Jennifer Rice  



The ARTS are Happening at WWS!  

P.E. Reminder and Update: 
 Please be reminded that safety is of utmost importance in the gym. Gym shoes eliminate acci-
dents and falls. Not only do the students need to have proper foot attire for P.E. they too need it for re-
cess. Please make sure your child comes to school with gym shoes each day. Thank You in Advance! 
~Ms. Rittling 

During the first week of April we will welcome Kwame Shaka Opare for a residency with Pre-K and K. Students 
will work side by side with him all week to integrate dance with the animals of Australia. On Friday April 8th, students 
will share what they have learned in the cafeteria at 1:30 pm. Parents are invited to attend.  

  

First grade is preparing for their spring music performance and are integrating Australian animals, instruments, 
folk music and dance. The students will also put on display their handmade pottery bowls they created in January at the 
OC Center for the Arts. Parents will have a chance to view all the first grade pottery and students will then be able to take 
them home. The bowls are food and dishwasher safe! 

 

 Our annual parade will be June 1st, 2016 and we will pair the event with field day. The students will share all 
their knowledge of Australia during the parade in the morning and participate in Australia inspired field day stations in 
the late morning and afternoon. Like in the past, we ask parents to line the streets of Willards to motivate and cheer the 
students along. (In the event of rain, the reschedule date will be Monday June 6th).  

 

 In addition to all the special arts events and projects throughout the year. We want to extend some thanks to or-
ganizations and groups who have donated and funded our arts program throughout the school year. Please pass along a 
thank you to these groups for providing arts opportunities to your students: PTA, The Willards Lion’s Club, The Salis-
bury Wicomico Arts Council, Baxter Enterprises (McTeacher Night), The Scholastic Book Fair (Mrs. Ewalt) and Young 
Audiences of Maryland.  

Media Memos  

Accelerated Reader:   

Our 3rd A.R. target is 75% by April 5  

Our 4th & final target is 100% by May 18. 

Websites for kids:  

Go to Google.  Type in “web tools for kids”. 

Kiddle (Google’s new search engine for kids) 

Cookie (http://www.cookie.com) 

Starfall (http://www.starfall.com) 

ABCya (http://www.abcya.com) 



Good Dolphin Character Makes a Difference! 

During the month of March, we were learning how to show perseverance during all ac-

tivities.  Our students were trying their best to learn to tie their shoes, count to 100, 

reach a goal in AR, prepare for the spelling test on Friday, and complete all classwork.   

During the guidance lesson time, we read books that show perseverance such as Leo the 

Lightning Bug by Eric Drachman, Regina’s Big Mistake by Marissa Moss, Bravery Soup 

by Maryann Cocca-Leffler, Through Jane’s Eyes:  Lessons Learned for Dr. Jane Goodall 

by the Fourth Grade Students of Mendon Center Elementary School and The Empty Pot 

by Demi.  Throughout the stories, we found ways that others continued to try their very 

best until they achieved their goal.  Sometimes the characters in the story had to show 

honesty and bravery to be able to persevere.   

During the 3rd grade guidance time, we read the book of THEE I SING a Letter to My 

Daughters by Barack Obama.  The students created an upside-down triangle poem 

about one of the American citizens in the story.  This story is a tribute to the thirteen 

groundbreaking Americans and the ideals that have shaped out nation.  Each and every 

one of us has the potential within us to pursue our dreams and make a difference in this 

world.   

We would like to congratulate the following students who are being recognized as show-
ing perseverance.  In pre-kindergarten, they are Mollie Adams, Hayden Molnar, Derek 
Tingle, Jackson Parsons, Mackenzie Davis and Gracelyn Powell.  In kindergarten, they 
are Olivia Lynch, Bryce Hastings, Cameryn Seaton, Paige Miller, Trinity Brumbley, Eth-
en Eichhorn, Alec Collins, Kaydence Burrell and Zoey Gillespie.  In first grade, they are 
Seth Meekins, Dawson Jones, Jayden Murray, Kayleigh Caraballo-Schmitt, Lakya Hud-
son, Brecken Hurd, Jennielly Lagunes-Meraz, Tyler Phommachanh and Bella Bradford.  
In second grade, they are Ethan Parker, Caitlin Simpson, Ryan West, Kirra Burton, 
McKenzie Littleton, Brodi Davis, Andrew Scott, Earl Gaunt, Isaiah Cropper, Alli Cooper 
and Payton Richie.  In third grade, they are Richard Scott, Josie Parsons, Lilly Des-
mond, Ayriana Brumbley, Brooklyn Ashcraft, Jordan Fletcher, Myah Stonnell, Aiden 
Norvell, Tyler Hicks and Kaylee Aydelotte.  
 

The character trait for April is trustworthiness.       

Sincerely, 

Christina Thompson 

School Counselor 



Pre Kindergarten 

Kindergarten 

Second Grade 

Third Grade 

First Grade 

 In April, we will be working on our new theme 

Spring On The Farm. We will focus on what changes and 

grows on the farm in spring. We will be using a variety 

of fiction and nonfiction texts to make connections as 

we explore how new things grow. We will be focusing on 

2D and 3D shapes. We will be solving subtraction word 

problems as well as fact fluency to five. We will be 

working on reading our Unit 5 sight words- are, came, 

got, her, if, one, saw, their, they, went, you. We will be 

participating in our dance residency with Kwame Opare 

from March 29th to April 1st. 

 Spring is here and so is April! Which means it is time 

to learn about insects and plants. The students will be study-

ing the different parts of insects and plants, the life cycle 

and why they are important to us. In social studies we will 

learn about Earth day and how we can help our environment. 

During math we will continue to measure, count, make sets, and 

review shapes. In Science we will take a look at colors and how 

they change. This month I challenge my friends to read more 

books than Mrs. Hoffman and myself. Can you do it? I bet you 

can so continue to read, read, read and record on your reading 

log!   

Spring is finally here.  First grade teachers will be admin-

istering the final BAS reading assessment.  Report cards 

will be distributed in April as well. Please be sure to sched-

ule a conference with your child’s teacher if you have any 

questions or concerns at this time. This year first graders 

will be going on a field trip to Assateague Island on Friday, 

May 13th.  Parents are welcomed to come; however, they 

will need to provide their own transportation.  There will 

be more details sent home with your child as the date gets 

closer.  Our central reading theme for the fourth marking 

term is our earth. We will explore informational and lit-

erary about various ecosystems. In math, we will be 

adding 3 addends, exploring fractions and adding with-

in 100.  Please continue encouraging your child to read 

every night and be sure to keep a log of the number of 

books they are reading to return to the teacher at the end 

of the month.   

During the month of April we will be 

reading about our environment.  With this 

theme we will be learning about recycling, reus-

ing, and reducing waste.  We will have Mrs. Bar-

bara Barga, our 4-H representative, involve our 

students in a hands-on study of ways to make 

Earth Day every day.  We will also have a rep-

resentative from Assateague State Park in-

volve our students in a “Trees in Schools” pro-

gram.  The students will be taking home a Lob-

lolly Pine seedling after they learn the im-

portance of trees to our world.  In math we will 

be working on a money unit and we will learn to 

tell time to five minute intervals.   The children 

will continue working on becoming fluent with 

their addition facts as they try to earn their 

way into the “Minute Club.”  Please continue to 

read with your child every night and record 

your child’s minutes on his/her reading log.  Al-

so, please replenish any school supplies your 

child may need.   

 We are oh so very proud of our students' hard 
work and dedication each and every day. We are about 
to prove what wonderful students we have as we pre-
pare to take PARCC this month. The math portion of 
PARCC will be given April 18 - 21 and the ELA portion 
April 27 - 29. Please make sure your child gets a good 
night's rest and a filling breakfast (Of course breakfast 
will still be available here at school if you prefer).   

 We're going on a field trip! We are planning a 
field trip to the Salisbury Zoo on May 20, 2016. Our day 
will consist of a stage presentation of 3 animals, a geo-
caching activity, and an arts activity.   

 This month we will continue working on our 
STEM challenge. This task is a county-wide competition 
where students mush build a vehicle in which our pas-
senger, "Eggbert", will survive a crash test. The second 
portion of the competition involves the vehicle traveling 
the farthest distance. Teams are working hard to design 
their safe racers in hopes of winning the grade level com-
petition to be held in the upcoming weeks. It has been 
amazing to watch teams start from an idea, then create 
and improve their designs. Stay tuned for our winning 
team!  



MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 

        D 1  2  3 

Spring Individu-
al/Class Picture 

Day 

E 4 

PTA Elections 

F 5 A 6 

Bookmobile  

B 7 C 8  9  10 

D 11 E 12 F 13 

Report Cards 
Distributed  

PK/K Registration 
at Civic Center 

A 14 B 15  16  17 

C 18 D 19 E 20 F 21 

Spirit Day 

 

A 22  23  24 

B 25 C 26 D 27 

Bookmobile 

E 28 

Shorebirds 
Game Night 

F 29  30   

              

APRIL 
   

 

Pre Kindergarten/Kindergarten 
registration will be held on April 
14th, at 8:00 am-4:00 pm at the 
Wicomico Youth & Civic Center. 

Please check the Board of Educa-
tion website for further details and 

forms. 

 

3rd Grade Math PARCC Testing 

3rd Grade ELA PARCC 

PK & K Residency with Kwame 



OUR PARTNERSHIP WITH SALISBURY UNIVERSITY  

 Wonderful Willards Elementary School is proud to be a Professional Development School (PDS) Site 
for Salisbury University students.  We have several new faces joining us for the next 8 weeks.  They are:  Kim-
berly Ahearn with Mrs. Simpkins, Emily Glass with Mrs. Scholl, and Anna Morrell with Ms. Bailey.  Mary War-
ren continues to work in our school, as she moves to Kindergarten with Mrs. Stavely. We are very happy to 
have all of you here at WW and know that you will be working hard to assist in educating our students.  
 
WELCOME  EVERYONE!!! 

Pittsville Recreation will Offer Lil Sluggers again this year! 
 

 It’s time to start thinking about softball for the 2016 season.  Pittsville Recreation will again be offering 
our Lil Sluggers Softball Program.  This is an instructional Program for young ladies 4 to 7 years old.  We will 
be meeting on Saturdays in May and June for 5 sessions.  We will learn basic softball skills, terms and rules of 
the game and if we have enough girls we will play an inning or two after each session.  At the end of the final 
session we will have an awards presentation and refreshments. Registration will be $30 and includes a t-shirt, 
softball (an incrediball – soft centered ball) and the closing party.  We will begin the second Saturday of May, 
May 14th.  We will have registration forms at Willards school by April 4th, or you can call me Valerie Wagner 
@ 410-835-8500.      
         

PTA NEWS 

 

On March 5, we had our 13th annual Willards School Auction.  That night we raised over  $12,000.00 
for our school!  These funds will go directly back to our students and school.  The PTA would like to 
thank everyone who helped plan, worked and participated in the auction, none of this would be pos-
sible without each of you.  I believe everyone including the students had a great time that evening 
and we look forward to next year’s event.  

Do continue to send in all box tops, we will be collecting right up to the end of the year. We have col-
lected over 16,000 box tops this year, which has brought us $1600.00 cash for our school.  We will 
continue to accept Labels for Education till the end of the school year as well. Sadly, after 42 years, 
the Labels for Education will be winding down this promotion at the end of the year.   



Good luck to our third graders who will be taking PARCC in April. Students will take the 

, 3'ɯ/ 1""ɯon  ×ÙÐÓɯƕƜȮɯƕƝȮɯƖƔɯÈÕËɯƖƕ and $+ ɯ/ 1"" on  ×ÙÐÓɯƖƛȮɯƖƜɯÈÕËɯƖƝ.ɯ 

 

3Ð×ÚɯÍÖÙɯ×ÈÙÌÕÛÚɯÛÖɯ×ÙÌ×ÈÙÌɯàÖÜÙɯÊÏÐÓËȯ 

*Make sure your child gets a good night's sleep before a test. 

*Make sure your child eats a good, healthy breakfast the day of the test. 

*Maintain a pleasant home environment and avoid unnecessary conflicts. Try to make the morn-
ing of the test a pleasant one. Do not add to your child’s stress. 

*Make sure your child has taken any needed medication. 

*Ensure that your child is present during testing (children generally perform better when taking 
tests in their groups rather than at a make-up time). 

*Get your child to school on time the day of the test. 

*Wish your child good luck each morning of the test. Tell your child that he/she is special and 
that you believe in him/her! 

*Remind your child the test is important. Encourage him/her to do his/her best. 

*Remind your child to listen carefully to the instructions from the teacher and to read the direc-
tions and each question carefully. 

*Explain to your child the importance of using time wisely. If your child gets stuck on a ques-
tion, encourage him or her to make the best guess and move on. 

*Tell your child to attempt to answer all of the questions and not to leave any blank. 

*Encourage your child to stay focused on the test, even if other students finish early. 

*If your child is disappointed after taking a test, reassure him or her that there will be plenty of 
opportunities to improve and succeed. 


